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dence of improper use. The committee's report was
laid upon the table, the charges came to nothing,
and Mr. Ingersoll was left in a very unpleasant po-
sition with regard to the manner in which he had
obtained his information from the State Depart-
ment. The.affair is of interest now merely as
showing how deeply rooted was Mr. Webster's
habitual carelessness in money matters, even
when it was liable to expose him to very grave
imputations, and what a very dangerous man he
was to arouse and put on the defensive.

Mr. Webster was absent when the intrigue and
scheming of Mr. Polk culminated in war with
Mexico, and so his vote was not given either for
or against it. He opposed the volunteer system
as a mongrel contrivance, and resisted it as he had
the conscription bill in the war of 1812, as uncon-
stitutional. He also opposed the continued prose-
cution of the war, and, when it drew toward a
close, was most earnest against the acquisition of
new territory. In the summer of 1847 he made
an extended tour through the Southern States, and
was received there, as he had been in the West,
with every expression of interest and admiration.

The Mexican war, however, cost Mr. Webster
far more than the anxiety and disappointment
which it brought to him as a public man. His
second son, Major Edward Webster, died near the
City of Mexico, from disease contracted by expos-
ure on the march. This melancholy news reached